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The following contains instructions taken from  

the 2011−12 AP Exam Instructions book.   
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AP® United States History Exam
Regularly Scheduled Exam Date: Friday morning, May 11, 2012

Late-Testing Exam Date: Wednesday morning, May 23, 2012

Section I: At a Glance

Section II: At a Glance

Part A: 
Mandatory Question 1 (DBQ)
Suggested Time:
 45 minutes
Percent of Section II Score: 
 45%

Part B: 
Choose One Question, 
Answer either question 2 or 3
Suggested Time:
 35 minutes (including 5 min. 

planning)
Percent of Section II Score: 
 27.5%

Part C: 
Choose One Question, 
Answer either question 4 or 5
Suggested Time:
 35 minutes (including 5 min. 

planning)
Percent of Section II Score: 
 27.5%

Total Time:
 55 minutes
Number of Questions:
 80
Percent of Total Score:
 50%
Writing Instrument:
 Pencil required

Total Time:
 2 hours, 10 minutes
Number of Questions:
 3
Percent of Total Score:
 50%
Writing Instrument:
 Pen with black or dark blue ink
Reading Period Time:
 15 minutes 
Use this time to read the questions 
and plan your answer to Part A, the 
document-based question.
Writing Period Time:
 1 hour, 55 minutes

Section I: Multiple Choice Booklet Instructions

Section II: Free Response Booklet Instructions

Section II: Questions and Documents Booklet Instructions

Section I of this exam contains 80 multiple-choice questions. Fill in 
only the circles for numbers 1 through 80 on your answer sheet. 
Indicate all of your answers to the multiple-choice questions on the 
answer sheet. No credit will be given for anything written in this exam 
booklet, but you may use the booklet for notes or scratch work. A!er 
you have decided which of the suggested answers is best, completely "ll 
in the corresponding circle on the answer sheet. Give only one answer 
to each question. If you change an answer, be sure that the previous 
mark is erased completely.
Use your time e#ectively, working as quickly as you can without losing 
accuracy. Do not spend too much time on any one question. Go on to 
other questions and come back to the ones you have not answered if 
you have time. It is not expected that everyone will know the answers 
to all of the multiple-choice questions. 
Your total score on the multiple-choice section is based only on the 
number of questions answered correctly. Points are not deducted for 
incorrect answers or unanswered questions.

$is Questions and Documents booklet may be used for reference 
and/or scratch work as you answer the free-response questions, but 
no credit will be given for the work shown in this booklet. Write your 
answers in the Section II: Free Response booklet.

$e questions for Section II are printed in the Questions and Documents 
booklet. You may use that booklet to organize your answers and for 
scratch work, but you must write your answers in this Section II: Free 
Response booklet. No credit will be given for any work written in the 
Questions and Documents booklet.
$e proctor will announce the beginning and end of the reading period. 
You are advised to spend the 15-minute period reading the question 
and planning your answer to Part A, Question 1, the document-based 
question. If you have time, you may also read the questions in Parts B 
and C. Do not begin writing in this booklet until the proctor tells you 
to do so.
Section II of this exam requires answers in essay form. Write clearly 
and legibly. Circle the number of the question you are answering at the 
top of each page in this booklet. Begin each answer on a new page. Do 
not skip lines. Cross out any errors you make; crossed-out work will 
not be scored.
Manage your time carefully. $e proctor will announce the suggested 
time for each part, but you may proceed freely from one part to the 
next. Go on to Parts B and C if you "nish Part A early. You may review 
your responses if you "nish before the end of the exam is announced.
A!er the exam, you must apply the label that corresponds to the 
questions you answered in Part B and in Part C. For example, if you 
answered question 2 in Part B and you answered question 5 in Part C, 
apply the label  2 and 5 . Failure to do so may delay your score.
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United States History

What Proctors Need to Bring to This Exam
• Exam packets
• Answer sheets
• AP Student Packs
• 2011-12 AP Coordinator’s Manual 
• $is book — AP Exam Instructions
• School Code and Home-School/Self-

Study Codes
• Pencil sharpener

• Extra No. 2 pencils with erasers
• Extra pens with black or dark blue ink
• Lined paper
• Stapler
• Watch
• Signs for the door to the testing room
 – “Exam in Progress”
 –  “Cell phones are prohibited in the 

testing room”

If you are giving the regularly scheduled AP United States History Exam:
•  You may seat students four feet (approximately 1.2 meters) apart because this exam 

has scrambled multiple-choice sections. $is allows you to test more students in fewer 
testing rooms.

•  See page 8 for a sample seating plan, including form codes and serial numbers, that 
shows how exams should be distributed to ensure that students seated next to each 
other are not given the same form of the exam.

• Administrators and proctors must continue to be vigilant about opportunities for 
cheating.

If you are giving the alternate AP United States History Exam for late testing:
•  You must seat students no less than "ve feet (approximately 1.5 meters) apart because 

this exam does not have scrambled multiple-choice sections.

SECTION I: Multiple Choice 

 ! Do not begin the exam instructions below until you have completed the appropriate 
General Instructions for your group.

Note that this exam gives students a choice of several essay topics. A sheet of essay-choice labels 
is included with the Section II free-response booklets. At the conclusion of the free-response 
section, you will instruct students to apply the appropriate label where indicated on the front 
cover of their Section II booklet, identifying their essay choices. 

Make sure you begin the exam at the designated time. 
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If you are giving the regularly scheduled exam, say:
It is Friday morning, May 11, and you will be taking the AP United States  
History Exam.

If you are giving the alternate exam for late testing, say:
It is Wednesday morning, May 23, and you will be taking the AP United States 
History Exam.

In a moment, you will open the packet that contains your exam materials. 
By opening this packet, you agree to all of the AP Program’s policies and 
procedures outlined in the 2011-12 Bulletin for AP Students and Parents. You 
may now remove the shrinkwrap from your exam packet and take out the 
Section I booklet, but do not open the booklet or the shrinkwrapped Section II 
materials. Put the white seals aside. . . .

Look at page 1 of your answer sheet and locate the dark blue box near the  
top right-hand corner that states, “Take the AP Exam label from your Section I 
booklet and place the label here.”. . . 

Now look at the front cover of your exam booklet and locate the AP Exam 
label near the top left of the cover. . . . 

Carefully peel off the AP Exam label and place it on your answer sheet on  
the dark blue box that we just identified. . . . 

Now read the statements on the front cover of Section I and look up  
when you have finished. . . .

Sign your name and write today’s date. Look up when you have finished. . . .

Now print your full legal name where indicated. Are there any questions? . . .

Turn to the back cover and read it completely. Look up when you  
have finished. . . . 

Are there any questions? . . .

Section I is the multiple-choice portion of the exam. You may never discuss 
these specific multiple-choice questions at any time in any form with anyone, 
including your teacher and other students. If you disclose these questions 
through any means, your AP Exam score will be canceled. Are there 
any questions? . . . 

You must complete the answer sheet using a No. 2 pencil only. Mark all 
of your responses on your answer sheet, one response per question. 
Completely fill in the circles. If you need to erase, do so carefully and 
completely. No credit will be given for anything written in the exam booklet. 
Scratch paper is not allowed, but you may use the margins or any blank space 
in the exam booklet for scratch work. Are there any questions? . . .

You have 55 minutes for this section. Open your Section I booklet and begin. 
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Note Start Time here . Note Stop Time here . Check that students are 

marking their answers in pencil on their answer sheets, and that they are not looking at their 
shrinkwrapped Section II booklets. A!er 55 minutes, say: 

Stop working. Close your booklet and put your answer sheet on your desk, 
face up. Make sure you have your AP number label and an AP Exam label on 
page 1 of your answer sheet. I will now collect your answer sheet. 

Collect an answer sheet from each student. Check that each answer sheet has an AP number label 
and an AP Exam label. $en say:

Now you must seal your exam booklet. Remove the white seals from the 
backing and press one on each area of your exam booklet cover marked 
“PLACE SEAL HERE.” Fold each seal over the back cover. When you have 
finished, place the booklet on your desk, face up. I will now collect your 
Section I booklet. . . .

Check that each student has signed the front cover of the sealed Section I booklet. $ere is a 
10-minute break between Sections I and II. When all Section I materials have been collected and 
accounted for and you are ready for the break, say:

Please listen carefully to these instructions before we take a 10-minute 
break. Everything you placed under your chair at the beginning of the exam 
must stay there. Leave your shrinkwrapped Section II packet on your desk 
during the break. You are not allowed to consult teachers, other students, or 
textbooks about the exam during the break. You may not make phone calls, 
send text messages, check email, use a social networking site, or access  
any electronic or communication device. Remember, you are not allowed  
to discuss the multiple-choice section of this exam. Failure to adhere to  
any of these rules could result in cancellation of your score. Are there 
any questions? . . .

 
You may begin your break. Testing will resume at .

SECTION II: Free Response
A!er the break, say:

May I have everyone’s attention? Place your Student Pack on your desk. . . .

You may now remove the shrinkwrap from the Section II packet, but do 
not open either the Section II exam booklet or the orange Section II: Free 
Response, Questions and Documents booklet until you are told to do so. Put 
the essay-choice labels aside. You will need them at the end of Section II. . . . 

Read the bulleted statements on the front cover of the exam booklet.  
Look up when you have finished. . . .

Now place an AP number label on the shaded box. If you don’t have any  
AP number labels, write your AP number in the box. Look up when you  
have finished. . . .
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Read the last statement. . . . 

Using your pen, print the first, middle and last initials of your legal name 
in the boxes and print today’s date where indicated. This constitutes your 
signature and your agreement to the statements on the front cover. . . .

Turn to the back cover and read Item 1 under “Important Identification 
Information.” Print the first two letters of your last name and the first letter 
of your first name in the boxes. Look up when you have finished. . . .

In Item 2, print your date of birth in the boxes. . . .

In Item 3, write the school code you printed on the front of your Student 
Pack in the boxes. . . .

Read Item 4. . . .

Are there any questions? . . .

I need to collect the Student Pack from anyone who will be taking another 
AP Exam. You may keep it only if you are not taking any other AP Exams this 
year. If you have no other AP Exams to take, place your Student Pack under 
your chair now. . . .

While Student Packs are being collected, read the information on the back 
cover of the exam booklet. Do not open the booklet until you are told to do 
so. Look up when you have finished. . . .

Collect the Student Packs. $en say: 
Are there any questions? . . .

Read the information on the front cover of the orange booklet. Look up when 
you have finished. . . .

Section II has three parts and begins with a 15-minute reading period. During 
the reading period, you will read Question 1 in Part A, and plan what you will 
write. If you have time, you may also read the essay questions in Parts B and C. 
You may make notes in the orange booklet. Are there any questions? . . .

You may now open the orange booklet and begin the 15-minute reading 
period. Do not open the exam booklet yet.

 
Note Start Time here . Note Stop Time here . Check that students are 

writing any notes in the orange booklet. If any students begin writing their responses during this 
time, remind them that the reading period is not yet over, and that the reading period is designed 
to provide students with time to develop better organized, higher scoring responses. If the 
students choose to continue writing responses, take no further action. A!er 15 minutes, say:

Stop. The reading period is over. You have 1 hour and 55 minutes to complete 
Section II. The suggested writing time for Question 1 is 45 minutes. After 
45 minutes, you will be advised to go on to Part B and then 35 minutes 
later to move on to Part C. You are responsible for pacing yourself, and may 
proceed freely from one part to the next. You will choose one question in 
Part B and one question in Part C. Choose the question in each part for which 
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you are best prepared. All questions in a specific group are weighted equally; 
you won’t get extra credit for answering a question that may seem more 
difficult. 

You may use the orange booklet for scratch work, but you must write your 
answers in the exam booklet using a pen. Circle the number of the question 
you are working on at the top of each page in the exam booklet. If you need 
more paper during the exam, raise your hand. At the top of each extra piece 
of paper you use, be sure to write only your AP number and the number of 
the question you are working on. Do not write your name. Are there any 
questions? . . .

You may begin.

 
Note Start Time here . Note Stop Time here . Check that students are 

using pens and that they are writing their answers in their exam booklets and not in their orange 
booklets. A!er 45 minutes, say:

You should now move on to Part B.

A!er 35 minutes, say:
You should begin working on Part C. You will need the remaining time to 
complete your last essay.

A!er 25 minutes, say:
There are 10 minutes remaining.

A!er 10 minutes, say:
Stop working and close your exam booklet and orange booklet. Look at the 
bottom front cover of your exam booklet. Using the essay-choice labels that 
you set aside earlier, select the label that matches the questions you chose 
to answer for Part B and Part C, and apply it to the bottom front cover of 
your exam booklet, where indicated. For example, if you answered Question 2 
in Part B and you answered Question 5 in Part C, apply the label “2 and 5.” 
Look up when you have finished. . . . 

Now put your exam booklet and your orange booklet on your desk, face up. 
Put the unused labels next to them. . . .

If any students used extra paper for the free-response section, have those students staple the extra 
sheet/s to the "rst page corresponding to that question in their exam booklets. $en say:

Remain in your seat, without talking, while the exam materials 
are collected. . . .

Collect a Section II booklet, an orange booklet, and the unused labels from each student. Check 
for the following:

 • Exam booklet front cover: $e student placed an AP number label and an essay-choice 
label in the appropriate boxes and printed his or her initials and today’s date.

 • Exam booklet back cover: $e student completed the “Important Identi"cation 
Information” area.
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 • $e student wrote answers in the correct areas of the Section II exam booklet and not in 
the orange booklet. 

You may discard the essay-choice labels a!er you have checked that all students have applied one 
label to each free-response booklet. When all exam materials have been collected and accounted 
for, return to students any electronic devices you may have collected before the start of the exam. 

If you are giving the regularly scheduled exam, say:
You may not discuss these specific free-response questions with anyone unless 
they are released on the College Board website in about two days. You should 
receive your score report in the mail about the third week of July.

If you are giving the alternate exam for late testing, say:
None of the questions in this exam may ever be discussed or shared in any way  
at any time. You should receive your score report in the mail about the third week 
of July.

If any students completed the AP number card at the beginning of this exam, say:

Please remember to take your AP number card with you.

$en say:

You are now dismissed.

All exam materials should be put in secure storage until they are returned to the AP Program 
a!er your school’s last administration. Before storing materials, check the “School Use Only” 
section on page 1 of the answer sheet and: 

 • Fill in the appropriate section number circle in order to view a separate AP Instructional 
Planning Report (for regularly scheduled exams only) or Subject Score Roster at the 
class section or teacher level. See “Post-Exam Activities” in the 2011-12 AP Coordinator’s 
Manual.

 • Check your list of students who are eligible for fee reductions and "ll in the appropriate 
circle on their registration answer sheets. 

 ! IMPORTANT: #e orange booklets must be returned with the rest of your exam materials. 
#is applies to all exam administrations, including late testing. #ese booklets are not to 
be kept at the school, or returned to students or teachers. #e free-response questions for 
the regularly scheduled exam may not be discussed unless the questions are released on the 
College Board website 48 hours a!er the exam.
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Use this section to capture student responses. (Note that the following  
answer sheet is a sample, and may differ from one used in an actual exam.) 
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S.  LANGUAGE — Do not complete this section unless instructed to do so.
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9

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

 A B C D E F G H I

If this answer sheet is for the French Language and Culture, German Language and Culture, Italian Language and Culture, Spanish 
Language, or Spanish Literature Exam, please answer the following questions. Your responses will not affect your score.

1.  Have you lived or studied for one month or more in a country where the language of the 
exam you are now taking is spoken?

2.  Do you regularly speak or hear the language at home?

Yes No Yes No

Indicate your answers to the exam questions in this section. If a question has only four answer options, do not mark 
option E. Your answer sheet will be scored by machine. Use only No. 2 pencils to mark your answers on pages 2 and 3 (one 
response per question). After you have determined your response, be sure to completely !ll in the corresponding circle next 
to the number of the question you are answering. Stray marks and smudges could be read as answers, so erase carefully and 
completely. Any improper gridding may affect your score. Answers written in the multiple-choice booklet will not be scored.

 A B C D E

 A B C D E
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DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

R.  SURVEY QUESTIONS — Answer the survey questions in the AP Student Pack. Do not put responses to exam questions in this section. 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

 A B C D E

 A B C D E

 A B C D E
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Be sure each mark is dark and completely !lls the circle. If a question has only four answer options, do not mark option E.

QUESTIONS 76–120
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Section I: Multiple-Choice Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is the multiple-choice section of the 2012 AP exam. It includes cover material and  

other administrative instructions to help familiarize students with the mechanics of  
the exam. (Note that future exams may differ in look from the following content.) 
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19. The Stonewall riots of 1969 were significant 
because they 

(A) marked the end of the African American 
Civil Rights movement 

(B) drew attention to the increasing gap between 
the incomes of people who were wealthy 
and people living in poverty 

(C) highlighted the efforts of César Chávez to 
organize Mexican American farmworkers 

(D) led to the birth of gay rights organizations 
around the country 

(E) undermined the efforts of the National 
Organization for Women 

 
20. Which of the following best characterizes the 

National Origins Act of 1924 ? 

(A) It allowed Chinese immigrants entry into the 
United States after 1930. 

(B) It allowed increased levels of immigration 
from southern and eastern Europe. 

(C) It established immigration quotas based on a 
percentage of each nationality residing in 
the United States in 1890. 

(D) It established procedures for the immigration 
of alien spouses of United States citizens 
after 1935. 

(E) It set restrictions on the importation of certain 
goods. 

 

 
 Library of Congress

 
21. The photo above most likely shows the work of 

which of the following New Deal agencies? 

(A) Civilian Conservation Corps 
(B) Farm Security Administration 
(C) National Recovery Administration 
(D) National Labor Relations Board 
(E) Social Security Administration 

 
22. Before 1800, which of the following European 

imports had the greatest impact on the lives of the 
Plains Indians? 

(A) Steel plow 
(B) Cattle 
(C) Horses 
(D) Christianity 
(E) Money 
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 Library of Congress 
 
61. The Great Depression–era photograph above was 

taken with the goal of  

(A) generating congressional support for the 
Wagner Act 

(B) protesting the federal government’s refusal to 
provide aid for victims of natural disasters 

(C) winning approval of a federal program that  
would distribute land and agricultural 
equipment to impoverished farmers 

(D) publicizing the plight of migrant farmworkers 
and their families 

(E) promoting enrollment in the new Medicaid 
program 

 
62. Upon becoming president, Gerald Ford 

announced, “Our long national nightmare  
is over.” He was referring to 

(A) a serious economic downturn 
(B) Watergate 
(C) the collapse of the United States–backed 

government of South Vietnam 
(D) a series of urban riots 
(E) a costly oil embargo 

 

63. The Alien and Sedition Acts were designed to 

(A) protect the nation from British spies 
(B) prevent the British from fomenting unrest 

among American Indians 
(C) strengthen the Constitution 
(D) weaken and deflect Republican criticism of 

the Federalists 
(E) counter the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions 

 
64. The People’s Party (Populist) advocated which  

of the following? 

(A) An increase in the money supply 
(B) Support for civil rights legislation 
(C) A decrease in agricultural production 
(D) Joint ownership of businesses by urban 

laborers and farmers 
(E) Public ownership of the means of production 

 
65. At the end of the nineteenth century, the desire  

of American business to control supplies of raw 
materials led to 

(A) automation of industry 
(B) horizontal integration 
(C) vertical integration 
(D) development of the factory system 
(E) development of the putting-out system 

 
66. Coxey’s Army of 1894 and the Bonus Army of 

1932 both marched on Washington, D.C. to 

(A) demand economic relief 
(B) show support for the Republican Party 
(C) promote the cause of African American  

civil rights 
(D) support laws prohibiting the sale of alcohol 
(E) participate in evangelical revivals 
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Section II: Free-Response Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is the free-response section of the 2012 AP exam. It includes cover material and  
other administrative instructions to help familiarize students with the mechanics of  

the exam. (Note that future exams may differ in look from the following content.) 
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Multiple-Choice Answer Key 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following contains the answers to the   

multiple-choice questions in this exam. 



Answer Key for AP United States History 
Practice Exam, Section I 

Multiple-Choice Questions
Question # Key 

1 B 
2 B 
3 B 
4 B 
5 D 
6 C 
7 B 
8 C 
9 B 

10 D 
11 B 
12 B 
13 B 
14 B 
15 B 
16 C 
17 A 
18 B 
19 D 
20 C 
21 A 
22 C 
23 C 
24 C 
25 D 
26 B 
27 D 
28 C 
29 A 
30 E 
31 D 
32 D 
33 E 
34 A 
35 B 
36 D 
37 C 
38 A 
39 A 

 

40 E 
41 A 
42 B 
43 E 
44 E 
45 B 
46 C 
47 C 
48 A 
49 E 
50 D 
51 C 
52 D 
53 D 
54 B 
55 E 
56 B 
57 C 
58 E 
59 E 
60 A 
61 D 
62 B 
63 D 
64 A 
65 C 
66 A 
67 C 
68 B 
69 A 
70 E 
71 A 
72 B 
73 A 
74 E 
75 C 
76 E 
77 D 
78 D 
79 E 
80 A 
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Free-Response Scoring Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following contains the scoring guidelines  
for the free-response questions in this exam. 
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Scoring Worksheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following provides a worksheet and conversion table  

used for calculating a composite score of the exam. 



2012 AP United States History Scoring Worksheet 
 
 
Section I: Multiple Choice 
 
______________  ×  1.1250  =  _____________________  

    Number Correct Weighted Section I Score 
 (out of 80) (Do not round) 
 
 
Section II: Free Response 
 
Question 1      ___________  ×  4.5000  =  ____________ 
 (out of 9) (Do not round) 
 
Question 2      ___________  ×  2.7500  =  ____________ 
 (out of 9) (Do not round) 
 
Question 3      ___________  ×  2.7500  =  ____________ 
 (out of 9) (Do not round) 
 
 

 Sum  = ____________ 
 Weighted  
 Section II 
 Score 
 (Do not round) 
 
Composite Score 
 
________________  +  ________________  =  _______________ 
 Weighted Weighted Composite Score 
 Section I Score Section II Score (Round to nearest 
   whole number) 
 
  

AP Score Conversion Chart 
United States History 

Composite
Score Range AP Score 
118-180
95-117 
79-94 
56-78 
0-55 

5
4 
3 
2 
1 
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The College Board 

The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit organization that connects students to college success and opportunity. 
Founded in 1900, the College Board was created to expand access to higher education. Today, the membership association is 
made up of over 6,000 of the world’s leading educational institutions and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in 
education. Each year, the College Board helps more than seven million students prepare for a successful transition to college 
through programs and services in college readiness and college success — including the SAT® and the Advanced Placement 
Program®. The organization also serves the education community through research and advocacy on behalf of students, 
educators, and schools. The College Board is committed to the principles of excellence and equity, and that commitment is 
embodied in all of its programs, services, activities, and concerns. 

 

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.  
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